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Abstract

Wanghongsa, S. and K. Boonkird. 2007. Wild elephant-vehicle accidents on Route No. 3259. Wildlife
Yearbook 8, 1-20.

The pan-5-province jungle of the Eastern Forest is one of the most 5 important protected
areas that harbouring more than 100 elephants. Also, the area is the presently known gene pool of
white or sacred elephants. In the north passes throught the Route No. 3259, which was constructed in
1989. There were 820 traffic volume and 40 roadkills a day between 1998-1999.

Elephant-vehicle accidents on Route No. 3259 first began in the year 2000. Twelve cases of
traffic accidents with elephants were recorded during 2000-2007. Three persons, all men, died and
another 10 wounded compared with 3 elephants, two subadult males and one adult female, killed and 3
injured. Mortercycles and car were vehicles that tend to get accidents more than expected. Accidents
mostly occurred between 18.00-03.00h. Collisions happened frequently on the distance between km?23-
25. In order to reduce losses of animal and human life, we recommend road be temporarily closed
between 20.00-06.00h and limit vehicle’s speed at 60km/hr. We also recommend do nothing that may
lure or attract elephants to the road.
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